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Francisco “Kiko” Rendon remains as 
chairman of the Texas Southmost College 
board of trustees. 
A motion to remove Rendon as chairman, 
made by board Vice Chairman Dr. Roberto 
Robles and seconded by fellow Trustee 
David Oliveira, failed in a 4-to-3 vote on 
Nov. 18. Robles, Oliveira and Dr. Robert 
Lozano voted to remove Rendon while 
Adela Garza, Trey Mendez and Rene 
Torres voted against Rendon’s removal.
Rendon broke the tie by voting against 
the motion, allowing himself to keep the 
chair.
The confl ict started after Rendon 
failed to send a letter to the University of 
Texas System board of regents regarding 
the partnership agreement between the 
system and TSC, so the regents decided to 
terminate the partnership on Nov.10. The 
partnership has been in place for 19 years, 
and under a vote by the regents, it will end 
no later than Aug. 31, 2015.
For years, past boards of trustees have 
presided quietly over the TSC District, 
but not this time. Oliveira, whose late 
father once served as president of Texas 
Southmost College, raised his voice at 
Rendon, repeatedly asking him whether he 
sent the letter.
Garza repeatedly insisted on getting the 
chance to speak, but no one let her.
Lozano expressed that he had lost his 
confi dence in Rendon “to function as 
chairman, who can’t follow what the board 
is directing.”
Rendon responded, “I apologize that you 
feel that way.”
Lozano said that on Nov. 3 he had 
e-mailed the chairman: “Kiko … it 
occurred to me that it would be good to see 
a copy of the letter that you sent to the UT 
chancellor [and] the UT System board of 
regents.  Would you be so kind as to e-mail 
it, scan a copy to me or fax a copy?
“That was on Wednesday and I got no 
response, so I called you on Thursday 
and you told me you were working on the 
letter, but I still never received one. 
“So, on Tuesday Nov. 9, I e-mailed 
you again. Kiko, when I spoke this last 
Rendon keeps chairmanship amid fi ery meeting
By Alejandra González
Staff Writer
During the Nov. 18 board meeting, Trustee Rene Torres holds a document in which he claims Texas Southmost 
College is owed $17 million, not $10.8 million, in lease payments from the state for UT-Brownsville’s use of 
TSC buildings.
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Roger OrtizJohn Wood Carlos Cascos
Wood’s and Cascos’ supporters stand outside the Cameron County Courthouse Tuesday afternoon 
as they await results of the second recount of Precinct 54 votes in the county judge’s race. 
MICHAEL PEÑA/COLLEGIAN
for 66 straight-ticket Republican votes,” 
Cascos said. “… Sixty-six straight-ticket 
votes were left out. So when I found that … 
I got with Roger, went over to his offi ce, I 
showed him, ‘Here, I want you to add this 
stuff up,” and he did. … He says, ‘You’re 
right. They were left out.’”
“I think that, ultimately, I’m going to win 
because the Commissioners’ Court cannot 
approve a canvassing if they know that the 
numbers presented are inaccurate,” Cascos 
said. “They can’t do it. It’s illegal.”
He said Ortiz knows there is a 
mathematical error that has to be fi xed 
before the election results are canvassed. 
Asked if he was seeking legal 
counsel, Cascos replied that he thinks 
all parties are seeking legal advice. 
“I hate to pay lawyers because I think we 
can resolve this,” he said. “We can work 
this out because it’s not a question of law. 
… It’s very obvious that these votes were 
not counted. … It was a mathematical error. 
… It can be corrected without having to 
go to court, without having to do any type 
of election contest or anything like that 
Pct. 54 recount shows Wood still ahead
The recount of ballots from Precinct 54 
in the Cameron County judge’s election 
revealed Democratic challenger John Wood 
as the winner by fi ve votes, according to 
Wood. 
“It actually mirrored and was exactly 
the same as it had been counted during the 
regular recount, so the ultimate outcome 
is that it shows me with fi ve votes more 
than my opponent overall,” he said after 
Tuesday’s recount. 
Elections    Administrator  Roger     Ortiz 
could not be reached for comment on the 
recount. 
However, Republican incumbent 
Carlos Cascos told The Collegian 
Tuesday night, “I think I’m the winner.”
“Box 54 was never the issue because I 
knew that on Election Day I lost that box 
by 68 votes,” Cascos said. “So, in spite of 
winning or losing that box by 68 votes, I still 
won the election by 77 votes, so I knew that.”
But, according to Cascos, when his staff 
started re-tabulating the tally sheets on 
Nov. 22, there was a discrepancy in the 
votes from Port Isabel. 
“The fi fth tally sheet did not account 
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Registration schedule
The Office of the Registrar announces 
the Spring 2011 registration schedule: 
today, registration opens for all remaining 
students. Students may obtain the number 
of hours completed via Scorpion Online-
-Satisfactory Academic Progress (S.A.P.) 
link.
Test anxiety workshop
The Student Success Center will 
present a workshop titled “Test Anxiety” 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. today in Cardenas 
Hall North 104. For more information, 
call 882-8292.
Patron of the Arts
Bass-baritone Michael Callas, a 
Brownsville native and UTB/TSC 
alumnus who has performed with the 
New York City Dicapo Opera Theatre, 
will perform at 8 p.m. Tuesday in the 
Arts Center. Tickets are $15 for adults, 
$10 for senior citizens and children and 
$5 for UTB/TSC students. For more 
information, call 882-7025.
Student regent nominations
The University of Texas System and the 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board are seeking nominations for student 
regents to serve on these prestigious 
boards that represent thousands of 
students enrolled in colleges throughout 
the state of Texas. The deadline to apply 
is Wednesday. For more information, call 
Mari Fuentes-Martin, associate vice 
president for Student Affairs and dean of 
students, at 882-5141 or visit http://www.
utb.edu/deanofstudents.
Customer service program
Workforce Training and Continuing 
Education’s Customer Service 
Program offers sessions titled “It’s all 
About the Client,” which promote the 
culture of exceptional customer service 
by understanding the needs of clients 
under any circumstance. The sessions 
will run from 8 a.m. to noon and 1-5 p.m. 
Wednesday, Thursday and Dec. 20 in 
the International Technology Education 
and Commerce Center. Admission for 
the sessions is $100 each. For more 
information, call 882-4192 or 882-4173.
Disabilities exhibit
“Disability History,” a 22-panel 
collage tracing 3,000 years of seldom-told 
history, is on display at the Arnulfo L. 
Oliveira Library until Friday. The exhibit 
is sponsored by the Disability Services 
Department. For more information, call 
Disability Services Coordinator Steve 
Wilder at 882-7374 or send him an e-mail 
at steve.wilder@utb.edu. 
Cram ’n’ Jam for tots
Student Life will sponsor a “Cram ’n’ 
Jam” with bands, disc jockeys and games 
at 7 p.m. Friday in the Student Union’s 
Gran Salon. A new toy or charitable 
donation will be accepted as admission. 
All benefits go to Toys for Tots. For more 
information, call 882-5138.
Income tax assistance
The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
program (VITA) offers free income 
tax preparation to people who cannot 
afford a paid professional. Tax filing 
season will run from Feb. 1 to April 15, 
2011. Volunteers provide assistance in 
preparing tax returns and help taxpayers 
take advantage of tax credits, including 
the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
and Child Tax Credit. Anyone can be a 
volunteer. For more information, call 882-
7835, 882-6574 or 882-5826.
Water volleyball
Campus Recreation sponsors water 
volleyball from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday and 
Thursday in the REK Center pool. Bring 
your swimsuit. For more information, 
contact Aquatic & Events Coordinator 
Jamie Barnhill at 882-5977.
Philosophy Club meeting
The Philosophy Club meets at noon 
every Friday in the Barnes & Noble-
Starbucks patio. For more information, 
contact Luciana Morales at 589-1633.
Civic Engagement Scholars meeting
The Civic Engagement Scholars club 
meets at 5 p.m. every Friday in the Cueto 
Building, 1301 E. Madison St. Interested 
students are welcome to attend. For more 
information, call Matthew Paul Gomez 
at 551-0345.
MTV contest
MTV and the College Board Advocacy 
and Policy Center are sponsoring the 
“Get Schooled College Affordability 
Challenge,” a contest aimed at increasing 
financial aid awareness. The contest 
is open to current and future college 
students. To enter, students must create a 
digital tool that will make it easier to locate 
and apply for financial aid, especially 
for those in lower- and middle-income 
families. Three finalists will be chosen in 
early 2011 and will have the opportunity 
to work with a professional design firm 
to develop their vision. Voting on MTV.
com will determine the winner who will 
be awarded $10,000. Entries must be 
submitted by Dec. 17 at http://www.mtv.
com/partners/get_schooled/index.jhtml. 
Counseling clinic services
The Community Counseling Clinic, an 
instructional laboratory of the Counseling 
and Guidance master’s program, serves 
individuals, couples and families from 
5 to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday 
through Dec. 4. For more information, 
call 882-7792 or send an e-mail to ccc@
utb.edu.
Scantron distribution
Students may pick up free Scantrons 
in the Student Government Association 
office, located in Student Union 2.16. The 
limit is two Scantrons per student. For 
more information, call 882-7897 or send 
an e-mail to sga@utb.edu.
Music Ministry to perform in NYC
The Catholic Campus Music 
Ministry has been invited to participate 
in the traditional “Las Mañanitas” for 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Dec. 10-13 at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York 
City. Aldo Peralta, concert master for 
the UTB/TSC Symphony Orchestra, will 
conduct the music group, which consists 
of UTB students and alumni. For more 
information, call Peralta at 204-9336.
S c h o l a r s h i p s
The 2010 Ann Rogers Scholarship 
is available to student teachers who are 
doing their student teaching in Texas. 
The deadline to apply is Wednesday. 
For more information, visit http://www.
tsssa.org.
The Las Huellas Scholarship is 
available to senior high school or 
college students receiving their college 
degree in fields that will promote local 
conservation efforts. A committee 
will determine the recipients of the 
scholarship based on submitted 
applications. The deadline to apply 
is Wednesday. For more information, 
visit http://www.utb.edu/em/fa/pages/
fascholarshipslatest.aspx.
The Hispanic College Fund 
Scholarship is available to students who 
have a Hispanic background, maintain 
a 3.0 grade-point average and reside in 
the United States or Puerto Rico. The 
scholarship is available online until 
March 1, 2011. Scholarships range from 
$500 to $10,000 and will be awarded 
for the 2011-2012 academic year. For 
more information, call Mari Fuentes-
Martin, associate vice president for 
Student Affairs and dean of students, 
at 882-5141, and for applications, visit 
www.scholarships.hispanicfund.org.
The Shot at a Graduate School 
Scholarship is available to applicants 
who have participated in at least one of 
the Hispanic Association of Colleges 
and Universities’ student programs and 
are seeking admission to a master’s 
or advanced degree program. The 




The Army ROTC College Student 
Scholarship is available to high school 
students planning on attending a four-
year college program. Applicants must 
be U.S. citizens between the ages of 17 
and 26 and have a high school grade-
point average of at least 2.5. Contact 
your high school academic adviser or 
campus military science department for 
more information.
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
Exotic Itallian Greyhound puppies 
10 weeks old (210) 386-9635
Course evaluations on Blackboard
 The Fall 2010 course evaluations 
will be available through Blackboard 
Nov. 22 through Dec. 5. There will be 
an e-mail invitation sent to students at 
the beginning of the deployment with 
instructions and links to access the 
evaluations. For more information, please 
e-mail Lourdes Y. Lopez, in the office 
of Institutional Research, Planning and 
Effectiveness, at lourdes.lopez1@utb.edu.
Tired of working hard for the same paycheck 
every two weeks? Finally, a company that 
has no boundaries on your income potential. 
Flexible schedule, paid training and no limit on 
how much you earn. To set up an interview, call 
(956) 544-1221 Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-11 a.m. 
Great for students.
Library final exam hours
The University Boulevard Library 
final exam operating hours are 24 hours 
Wednesday and Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Friday and Saturday, 2:30-11:30 p.m. 
Sunday, 24 hours Dec. 6-9, 7:30 a.m.-
5 p.m. Dec. 10-11. The library will be 
closed Dec. 12. The Arnulfo L. Oliveira 
Memorial Library’s hours of operation 
will remain the same: 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-5 
p.m. Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday. 
For more information, call 882-8221.
 ‘Wizard of Oz’ auditions
Dingbat Productions will conduct “The 
Wizard of Oz” auditions at 7 p.m. Thursday 
in the SET-B Lecture Hall, at 6 p.m. Friday 
and 5 p.m. Saturday in Eidman Hall 200 
and at 7 p.m. Dec. 6 in SET-B Lecture 
Hall. For more information, call play 
director Clarissa Contreras at 640-8277.
Fo r  S a l e
UT Retirement Plan Advisor
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT
(956) 542 - 1775
Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through 
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
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The Student Government Association 
passed four resolutions, three of which 
allocate $2,580 to purchase items for 
distribution in the coming month, and 
another to send letters to Texas congressmen 
and senators during its meeting Tuesday. 
Resolution 19 allocates no more than 
$2,000 to purchase “freshman survival 
packs,” which will contain such items 
as pencils, Scantrons, reusable bags 
and SGA brochures, to be distributed to 
about 300 attendees during the Dec. 15 
Scorpiontation. Freshman Senator Hannah 
E. Roberts sponsored the resolution 
with Vice President of Administration 
Rosalinda Rangel as a co-sponsor. 
Javed Paiman, vice president of 
Historical Archives, raised concerns 
about the size of the allocation when 
considering future SGA projects. 
 “Is it really important to spend like $2,000 
specifically for this program?” Paiman 
asked. “I’m in favor of it. We must have 
something for the freshmen … that promotes 
the SGA too, but I think $2,000 is a lot.”
The senate, however, rejected 
Paiman’s amendment to lower the 
allocation to no more than $1,000. 
The resolution passed with 13 votes. 
Also approved was Resolution 20, to 
allocate no more than $80 to purchase 
500 Scantrons to be distributed by the 
Student Life Office in Student Union 2.10, 
sponsored by Vice President of Public 
Relations Jennifer Espinales and co-
sponsored by Senator at Large Karla Lozoya. 
Because of water damage to the SGA’s 
office in the Student Union’s Student 
Organization Room, the senate approved 
Resolution 21, which allocates no more 
than $500 for materials and office supplies 
necessary for renovating the office. 
Freshman Senator Ericka Rangel sponsored 
the resolution with College of Liberal Arts 
Senator Michael Quiñones as a co-sponsor. 
The senate also approved Resolution 22, 
sponsored by Vice President of Policy and 
Procedure Joshuah Law and co-sponsored 
by Rangel, which demonstrates support for 
the DREAM Act by having the SGA send 
letters to U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison 
(R-Texas), U.S. Rep. Solomon Ortiz 
(D-Texas) and his soon-to-be replacement 
Blake Farenthold (R-Texas). The SGA’s 
survey, which it disseminated earlier in the 
semester, and the 1,492 signatures garnered 
for a petition, both of which support the 
DREAM Act, will be attached to each letter. 
At its Nov. 16 meeting, the SGA passed 
two resolutions that allocate $1,700 
for an orange tree and a pep rally-
like event, which was held Tuesday. 
Resolution 18, sponsored by Paiman, 
initially stated an allocation of $150 
to purchase a $50 orange tree and 
a plaque, which will state “Student 
Government Association 2010-
2011: Even after they are gone, they 
continue giving to their students.” 
Law motioned to amend the resolution 
twice to raise the allocation to $500 to 
purchase a higher-quality plaque and a fence. 
“If we do pass this, I do not want this to 
look like a little wood plaque that has letters 
printed into [it],” Law said. “If we are going 
to do this, I want it to be here for a while. 
… The $100 is not going to be enough to 
make a plaque that’s of any significant 
value that will stand the test of time.”
Asked what the purpose of the fence 
would be, Law said, “One, to protect the 
plaque and two, just to protect the tree. One 
for support because our weather down here. 
Another thing, I don’t want it to fall. If we 
have a hurricane, it’s a young tree, breaks 
over, the fence would also add support.”
The resolution passed with nine votes. 
Also approved was Resolution 17, 
sponsored by Law, which allocates $1,000 
for food and soft drinks and no more than 
$200 for a Sting Radio live remote for a pep 
rally held last Tuesday honoring the recent 
accomplishments of UTB/TSC athletes. 
Students were allowed to attend the event.
The following week, though, Student 
Affairs approached the SGA and asked if 
the event could be a sendoff for the UTB/
TSC Volleyball Team. The SGA agreed and 
foot the costs. The department typically 
pays for the yearly sendoff and told the 
SGA it would reimburse the organization, 
but the SGA said it wasn’t necessary.
“Basically, what they did … is set up the 
tents, the chairs … that was kind of the 
way we evened out things,” Rangel told 
The Collegian. “We decided it’s for student 
athletes. The whole point is to celebrate, 
so there is no need to be reimbursed.” 
The senate also discussed nominating 
students who would sit on hiring committees. 
SGA President Jorge Muñoz informed 
the senate UTB/TSC is seeking to fill 
three positions: dean of the University 
College, a new college that will focus 
exclusively on freshmen; director of 
developmental education; and a director 
of first-year programs. Three students 
are needed to sit on the hiring committee 
as student representatives. Those 
interested may contact the SGA at 882-
5877 or send an e-mail to sga@utb.edu. 
Muñoz nominated Alfredo Lima, 
who besides being a nursing major, 
has served as a Scorpion Ambassador 
and a Scorpiontation Leader, for 
the College of Nursing hiring 
committee. The senate approved. 
During her report, Rangel said the 
Student Funding Committee sent out 
notifications about awards to 12 clubs and 
now has a remaining budget of $2,500 
for the rest of this and next semester. 
SGA allocates cash for students
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff  Writer
Vice President of Policy and Procedure Joshuah Law 
discusses Resolution 17.
LesLie Barrientos/CoLLegian
If you ever wanted to play video games 
instead of being in class, a new course 
coming this winter sem ester will let you do 
both.  
“The idea of the course is to, basically, 
play your way through physics,” said 
Soumya Mohanty, an associate professor in 
the Department of Physics and Astronomy. 
Mohanty will teach the class in which 
“essentially, all the students play video 
games and learn physics while playing 
them.”
Some people might wonder what the 
connection between physics and video 
games is.
“All the modern games, the ones that 
are top sellers, they involve a lot of real 
physics simulation,” Mohanty said. “There 
are things called physics engines that are 
running behind the games.”
The associate professor said physics 
engines are what makes the class possible.
“We want to use those physics engines to 
experiment with concepts of physics, teach 
concepts of physics,” he said.
The department has purchased “a bunch 
of Playstation 3 consoles and we will have 
several large-screen TVs in the classroom, 
so students will play part of the game, then 
pause and look at the physics,” Mohanty 
said.
Mohanty said the idea for the class came 
from the fact he played video games since 
he was in high school.
“The idea was to bring the physics out 
and look at the physics,” he said.
He said most students have problems 
visualizing physics problems. 
Roger Betancourt, a freshman criminal 
justice major, agrees and is one of the 
many students who have expressed interest 
in this class.
“I always found that interacting with 
the actual environment helps out a lot,” 
Betancourt said. “It’s more of an on-hands 
training. It’s the fastest way to learn, the 
best way to learn.”
Mohanty said the class is not only for 
physics students. Any student who has 
taken college algebra can take it. It can 
serve as the science requirement most 
majors require because it consists of a 
three-credit lecture, Elementary Physics 
through Video Games, PHYS 1310, and a 
one-credit lab, PHYS1110.
Asked whether the course will be offered 
next spring or fall, Mohanty replied, “This 
is the pilot project. We’ve purchased the 
 Play video games in Physics 101
By Francisco Garza
Staff Writer
A young scientist is ready to fire the Ring Launcher 
during the Austin Science and Engineering Festival.
Courtesy Photo
• See ‘Physics,’ Page   12
UTB/TSC partnership
“A lot of students have TSC classes. 
I’m wondering what’s going to happen 
to their classes. Are they going to 
get dropped or not 
get credit for it? 
And, personally, 
I think UTB 
should have kept 
the partnership 
with TSC 
because it’s been 
there for such a 
long time. It’s how 
we’ve known the school. 
And now they ended it, so I don’t … 
think it was that great of an idea.”
Ground Zero ‘mosque’
“My beef is about the issue on the 
Ground Zero mosque and what a 
student said in a 
previous Collegian 
issue about her 
having a problem 
with the mosque. 
The issue here is 
that it’s not really 
a mosque. It’s an 
Islamic community 
center, so it will be 
very useful for a lot of young people to 
get together and discuss issues. Yes, it has 
a praying area but so do many hospitals 
and colleges. … This student uses the 
pronoun ‘they’ to refer to the terrorists 
and confuses these terrorists with the 
Muslim population in general and that 
is really my issue because people can 
be Muslim in Southeast Asia, in North 
Africa, in the Middle East, in France, in 
the United States. You can’t refer to them 
as ‘they.’ They’re not a group that thinks 
the same way, and they’re not terrorists.”
Advising
“I don’t see the point of making 
advising mandatory. It just makes a 
hassle for those who don’t have enough 
time to go to advising, 
especially when 
there’s like, what, 
10,000 people 
in this school. 
… It was a lot 
easier when you 
could register for 
your classes and 
know what you are 
going to do with your own degree 
plan instead of waiting around in lines, 
missing classes. That’s what happened to 
me; I just don’t like it.” 
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Some advice for Advising Department
The most frustrating thing about UTB/
TSC is the lack of competence in the 
Academic Advising Department. I don’t 
feel I am the only one that will agree with 
this statement. From the scheduling, to 
the lack of enforcement of appointments 
and knowledge in advising, I feel I leave 
[there] with more questions than I do when 
I enter.
For the second time this week, I visited 
Academic Advising, one for a forced 
academic advising appointment that 
every student has to attend and one for a 
scheduling. For my first appointment, I 
sat for an hour and a half ’til I could see 
my adviser, [with whom I talked for] two 
minutes. This meeting also was made 
without my approval of time because they 
didn’t answer my phone calls.
For my second appointment, it was 
the same thing. The only reason I had to 
visit today was because of a block for 
Elementary Spanish, which had been 
removed the previous day. I went in 
thinking I could just have someone very 
simply add my name to the class roster for 
next semester, but I was told by a kid my 
age that an appointment should be made.
My [complaint about] dealing with the 
advisers is that it’s a waste of my time 
and [a] disappointment when realizing 
that they know little or less than I do. I’m 
waiting for the day they can actually advise 
in what my future will hold and keep a 
sense of time.  
Briana Serrata
Sophomore biology major
SEATTLE--Every year, American 
schools pay more than $8.6 billion 
in bonuses to teachers with master’s 
degrees, even though the idea that a 
higher degree makes a teacher more 
effective has been mostly debunked.
Despite more than a decade of 
research showing the money has little 
impact on student achievement, state 
lawmakers and other officials have 
been reluctant to tackle this popular 
way for teachers to earn more money.
That could soon change, as local 
school districts around the country 
grapple with shrinking budgets.
U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan 
recently said the economy has given the 
nation an opportunity to make dramatic 
improvements in the productivity of 
its education system and to do more of 
what works and less of what doesn’t.
Duncan told the American Enterprise 
Institute on Nov. 17 that master’s degree 
bonuses are an example of spending 
money on something that doesn’t work.
On Nov. 18, billionaire Bill 
Gates took aim at school budgets 
and the master’s degree bonus.
“My own state of Washington has an 
average salary bump of nearly $11,000 for 
a master’s degree--and more than half of 
our teachers get it,” said Gates, the co-chair 
of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
at a speech in Louisville to the Council 
of Chief State School Officers. “That’s 
more than $300 million every year that 
doesn’t help kids. And that’s one state.”
As of 2008, 48 percent of public school 
teachers in this country had a master’s 
degree or above, and nearly every one of 
them got a bonus of between $1,423 and 
$10,777 each year, according to research 
from the University of Washington.
Most school budgets have been tight for 
years.
Michael Podgursky, an economics 
professor at the University of Missouri, said 
the economic downturn may force payroll 
reform in some places where the political 
will has been lacking. And they don’t have 
to blow up the old system to do it, he said.
“We’re experimenting now,” he said, 
noting pay-for-performance experiments 
in New York City, Houston and Nashville.
Ninety percent of teachers’ master’s 
degrees are in education, not subjects 
such as English or math, according to a 
study by Marguerite Roza and Raegen 
Miller for the Center on Reinventing 
Education at the University of Washington.
Their colleague, research professor Dan 
Goldhaber, explained that that research 
dating back to a study he did in 1997 
has shown that students of teachers with 
master’s degrees show no better progress in 
student achievement than their peers taught 
by teachers without advanced degrees.
Goldhaber said his findings 
were criticized vehemently in the 
1990s, but repeated studies since 
then have confirmed the results.
Roza and Miller found more than 2 
percent of total education spending in 
13 states--Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, 
Connecticut, Delaware, Kentucky, 
Minnesota, Nevada, New York, Ohio and 
South Carolina, plus Washington and 
Nebraska, where the dollars topped 3 
percent--went to master’s degree bonuses.
The American Federation of Teachers, 
the nation’s second largest teachers 
union doesn’t oppose changes in the 
way teachers are paid, said Rob Weil, 
deputy director of educational issues.
“We’re not opposed to looking at 
compensation systems and making 
sure our compensation moves forward 
and changes with the times,” he said. 
But, he adds, “Change for change’s 
sake isn’t what we ought to be doing.”
Weil said the problem is that most school 
districts don’t know what they want to do 
instead of the traditional salary schedule 
that gives teachers more money for years 
of service and additional education.
“I go into school districts all the time 
and say, ‘What do you want to pay for?’ 
and that’s when nobody’s home,” he said.
The National Education Association, 
which is the nation’s largest teacher’s 
union, has floated the idea of paying higher 
starting salaries for teachers to attract 
more and better teachers to the profession. 
Economists want to stop teachers’ degree bonuses
By Donna Gordon Blankinship
Associated Press
Analysis 
• See ‘Degree,’ next page
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If you have the chance to pick up a 
copy of “The Children’s War: Germany 
1939-1946” by Peter Gawenda, dean of 
the College of Applied Technology and 
General Studies, do it. It tells you the 
true story of a family growing up in Nazi 
Germany, all through the eyes of a child. 
“It’s a recount of the experiences I had 
as a child age 3 to age 12, during and right 
after the second World War,” Gawenda 
said. “I was born and partially grew up 
in Upper Silesia, now Poland, which is a 
German eastern province. I was one of four 
children. My dad was in the war. Then he 
ended up in a Russian prison, which we did 
not know for a while because my mom had 
gotten notified that he had gotten killed.”
The book “fills a niche largely 
overlooked by other accounts of that dark 
period,” according to the book’s publisher, 
Brown Books. 
“The book describes what we, the 
children, experienced as children,” 
Gawenda said. “It’s based on many notes I 
have made and notes my brothers had made 
… back in the late 1940s and the ’50s and 
that I’ve have used in school. They kind of 
were forgotten and in a visit to my mother, 
she brought some of the notes and we 
started comparing notes and experiences, 
and so she said, ‘Why don’t you write a 
report?’ But she was very clear she did not 
want me to write anything down or publish 
anything until about two generations had 
passed because she always felt it could be 
misunderstood as revenge or anger. We 
didn’t feel or see all the dangers the grown-
ups saw. Although, we saw the bombing, 
we saw the artillery fire and we saw the 
dead, but for us children it was more of 
an adventure that we somehow had to get 
through.” 
An excerpt from Chapter 3 reads: 
“Because of the frequent air raids, Opa 
Müller began to teach us and let us practice 
how to stand still suddenly and not move 
when we heard the sound of an airplane, 
not to do anything when under cover, and 
to sit down or drop on the ground and 
remain in one place when in the open. We 
would try to do that for maybe 10 to 15 
minutes. ‘You must dissolve into air and 
become part of nature,’ he always said. 
Being able to not move or to disappear 
came in very handy whenever an airplane 
attacked. We were able to remain immobile 
for several minutes and if necessary to 
crawl very slowly into a ditch or drainage 
pipe, or the shadow of a bush or a fence. 
Opa taught us to observe continuously and 
scan our surroundings to recognize the best 
opportunities when we needed to hide.”
The dean said the first version of the 
book was finished before his wife, Irma, 
died about four years ago. His children 
persuaded him to publish it.
Gawenda already has another book 
ready to be published about his late wife.
“I felt she was a very out of [the] ordinary 
individual that any Hispanic female could 
be,” he said.
Gawenda said that book will come out 
sometime in the middle of next year.
“The Children’s War: Germany 1939-
1946” (Brown Books Publishing Group, 
$18.96) is available on Amazon.com.
Gawenda writes World War II memoir
By Francisco Garza
Staff Writer
Thursday, you told me you were finishing 
up the cover letter. … You assured the 
board that you were going to write that 
letter and send the core concepts to [the 
board of regents].”
Oliveira then addressed Rendon in 
regard to the letter.
“You never sent the letter, Mr. Chairman? 
You never sent out the e-mail, did you, Mr. 
Chairman, that the entire board directed 
you to send out, Mr. Chairman? Did you 
send out that e-mail, Mr. Chairman?” 
Rendon answered with a smile: “No, I 
didn’t.” 
In other business, the board approved 
placing two Fiscal Year 2011 budget 
amendments under review by the 
Partnership Affairs Committee:
--the first amendment would transfer 
$100,000 from    institutional            official 
functions to a new category titled Transition 
Team on the partnership dissolution;
--the second amendment would 
transfer $90,000 from marketing and 
communication to the Transition Team 
category.
The board also placed formation of 
the transition team under review by the 
committee, which includes Rendon, 
Robles and Mendez.
“They got a transition team with five 
people,” Rendon said, referring to the UT 
System.
“I think if UT formed a transition team,” 
Mendez said, “we should consider forming 
a transition team, too. … The only thing I 
hesitate on is that I don’t think any of us 
are qualified to figure out where to get the 
money from. … I think we need somebody 
to tell us where we can get this $100,000 
or some sort of funds from our current 
budget.” 
No action was taken on designating the 
transition team’s legal counsel.
The board voted to table f o r m i n g 
a community task force to study  the 
pros    and cons of the community college 
separation from the UT System and the 
accreditation status of Texas Southmost 
College.
Garza made the motion to table the items 
because the board wants to “keep working 
with the [UT System] chancellor and the 
regents and see if we can come up with an 
agreement.”
The next TSC board of trustees meeting 
is scheduled at 5:30 p.m. Dec. 8.
Board
Continued from Page 1
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Helping others stay warm
American teacher pay has been structured 
the same way in every state since before 
World War II. Before then, high school 
teachers were paid more than primary 
school instructors. Establishing one pay rate 
was a feminist issue since teachers in the 
younger grades used to be mostly women 
and most high school teachers were men.
Even in states where teacher pay is set 
by the school district according to market 
factors, the pay schedule has been the same 
way for many decades, Podgursky said.
Debating a change could be 
more controversial and unpopular 
than cutting chocolate milk 
from the school cafeteria menu.
But education economists believe this idea 
can’t be ignored forever, because teacher 
pay is the biggest part of education budgets 
and the salary schedule drives that spending.
Erick Hanushek, senior fellow at the 
Hoover Institution at Stanford University, 
said this kind of contract change 
would be difficult but not impossible.
School districts won’t save much 
money because they won’t be able to cut 
teacher pay overall, but they could start 
redirecting cash to the most effective 
teachers, as measured in ways other than 
what degrees they have earned, he said.
Teachers may need to accept a two-
tiered system at first to grandfather in 
those getting the bonuses. The biggest 
losers will be university education 
schools, because they make a lot of money 
on master’s degrees, Hanushek said.
Hanushek said the University of 
Washington estimate of the $8.6 billion 
annual cost of master’s degree money is low.
“It’s what you would call free money, but 
not from a political standpoint,” he said.
Degree
Continued from previous page
Student Health Services, the Center for Civic Engagement, CHANGE, Friendship of Women 
and Campus Police collected winter blankets and youth clothing for Cameron County families. 
Shown (from left) are Student Health Services Administrative Assistant Modesta Salinas, Student 
Health Services Director Eugenia Curet, blanket donors sophomore Patricia Segura and Pat 
Clayton, CHANGE Vice President David Hernandez, Center for Civic Engagement Director 
Shamina Davis and Center for Civic Engagement Administrative Assistant Estela Martinez. 
Graduating seniors Norma Ibarra-
Cantu and Aidee Vasquez will be the first 
students to receive the first doctorates 
of education from UTB/TSC during 
Winter Commencement next month.
Ibarra-Cantu and Vasquez will be 
among 1,264 students to receive degrees 
at commencement, scheduled at 9 a.m. 
Dec. 18 on the Cardenas Hall South Lawn.
Academic Senate President and Learning 
and Innovation Professor Bobbette Morgan 
says Ibarra-Cantu was one of her students.
“She’s a very good student,” Morgan 
said. “I had her as a master’s student in a 
curriculum course several years ago and 
she’s very dedicated to our students here 
in the [Rio Grande Valley]. She’s been a 
high school English teacher and, currently, 
she’s an [assistant principal.] … So she’s 
moving up to administrative positions.”
Ibarra-Cantu, an assistant principal at Del 
Castillo Elementary School for the last three 
years, said her biggest struggle was trying to 
juggle a family and a full-time job. She also 
volunteers at a local church by helping youth.
“Getting a doctorate was just more 
like another full-time job, so I kind of 
had to make some adjustments, to try 
to focus on this goal that I had,” she 
told The Collegian in an interview.
Ibarra-Cantu hopes to continue to work 
for her community by helping schools, 
teachers and administrators. She would 
also like to write and publish one day. 
Ibarra-Cantu will be the 
commencement’s keynote speaker. 
Morgan said Ibarra-Cantu and 
Vasquez also studied together.
“They’re very good friends, the two 
of them, and they have gone through 
the program together and they’re both 
graduating at the same time,” she said. 
Vasquez, who works as the dean of 
instruction at El Jardin Elementary 
School on Boca Chica Boulevard, 
could not be reached for comment.
The College of Applied Technology and 
General Studies will award 80 certificates, 
17 associate of applied science degrees, 
three associates of science, 50 bachelor 
of applied arts and sciences degrees, 38 
bachelors of applied technology and two 
bachelors of multidisciplinary studies.
The College of Liberal Arts will 
award three associate of applied science 
1,200 to graduate Dec. 18
By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer
• See ‘Graduation,’ next page
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The Brownsville City Commission 
approved a petition creating the West 
Morrison Road Public Improvement 
District but is holding off on a project 
agreement and setting assessments 
on the advice of the city attorney.
City Attorney Mark Sossi told the 
commission during its meeting Nov. 16 
that Morrison Owners Inc. was not able 
to qualify as a nonprofit organization. 
“Subsequently, the terms change, the 
costs of the project change and, therefore, 
there is a draft of the economic development 
and transportation agreement, which is 
basically going to supersede the former 
project contract agreement,” Sossi said. 
Morrison Owners Inc. consists of members 
who own land near the proposed extension 
of the road in northwest Brownsville. 
Sossi recommended the commission 
approve the creation of the public 
improvement district with conditions, 
“which is basically that you withhold 
the agreement, that the city commission 
defers setting assessments until the 
economic development project agreement 
comes back to the commission as 
approved and that the commission 
receives a signed agreement provided by 
Morrison Owners Inc. that the goals of 
the commission be reached,” Sossi said.
City Manager Charlie Cabler told 
The Collegian in a telephone interview 
Nov. 17 that Morrison Owners Inc. will 
contribute $1.1 million to the project. 
Cabler said the developers need 
$700,000 for their part of the project. 
Therefore, the city will put in $2.5 
million for construction to begin. 
“We will lend them the money but we 
want a written agreement in place where 
we get reimbursed the $700,000 if that’s 
what we lend them,” he said. “We want 
our money back and we will do that 
through assessments in the properties.” 
District 2 Commissioner Charlie 
Atkinson worried about the city’s taxpayers 
if the project did not follow through. 
“I don’t want anything coming back 
seven years from now saying, ‘You 
know what, development didn’t happen, 
the growth stayed the way it was.’”
Sossi reassured Atkinson that with the 
new agreement, the city’s interest is covered.
Mayor Pat Ahumada commented 
on the positives of building the 
road with Morrison Owners Inc. 
“We are constructing a road together 
with the developers that if we don’t do it 
then there is no road, there is no expansion 
and there is no growth,” Ahumada 
said. “So, we are here to make money 
[and] to keep sales taxes coming in.” 
In other business, the commission 
awarded a contract to D&G Energy 
Co. of McAllen in the amount 
of $59,187.10 for traffic signal 
improvements at the intersection of 
Old Port Isabel and Coffeeport roads. 
The commission also accepted a grant 
of $149,016.07 for the Brownsville 
Police Department from the 2011Gang 
Disruption Initiative. The grant will 
fund overtime for police officers. 
The commission also renewed its five-
year contract with Estrada Hinojosa 
& Co. for financial advisory services.
W. Morrison public improvement district OK’d
By Christine Cavazos
Collegian Editor
City Attorney Mark Sossi explains a petition to establish the West Morrison Road Public Improvement District 
during the Nov. 16 Brownsville City Commission meeting.
Michael Peña/collegian
The Student Success Center mixed 
things up Nov. 16 with its Career Café. 
Career Counselors Frank Coulson and 
Monica Hernandez set up an open house 
in which students learned about the 
department’s services.
The Career Café offered its services 
teamed with a cup of joe and cookies. 
Hernandez said about 94 students attended 
the event. These students were able to 
take advantage of the career counselors’ 
guidance aimed at strengthening the 
students’ career path. 
Students can walk in and talk to a 
counselor if they don’t know what to study. 
The services are aimed toward freshmen 
and sophomore students because they tend 
to be undecided about their major. At the 
Career Café, counselors allowed students 
to complete a survey on Career Finder, 
which allows students to better understand 
their interests and how they lead to a 
suitable degree plan. 
“They can see the classes they are 
taking, where they will get them, how long 
it will take them to finish their degree, the 
skills that are required, the values. … This 
is a really good service for them to find out 
more about themselves,” Hernandez said.
Three music majors performed, courtesy 
of the Music Department: Freddy de la 
Garza, Joey Juarez and Rudy Sainz. The 
students played their guitars and sang as 
they educated the attendees on pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in music.
Hernandez said many students choose 
majors, such as nursing, education and 
business “because of the geographic 
location. I would say that the things 
students look more for down here would 
be in the areas of health. … Education is 
another one, and criminal justice tends to 
be another big one. …These tend to be the 
careers that pay well, and so they go into 
those.” 
The café helps students, Hernandez 
said, because it promotes yet another type 
of support service available to students.
“They are not going to be alone in trying 
to decide on such an important thing,” 
Hernandez said.
For more information or to set up an 
appointment, call the Student Success 
Center at 882-8292.
A minute to discover your future
By Daniel Beltrán
Staff Writer
Sophomore criminal justice major Karla Hernandez 
signs in at the Student Success Center for the Career 
Café Open House, which took place Nov. 16. Also 
shown is Jackie Escobedo, a junior education major. 
The open house answered students’ questions 
on how the center helps with career exploration. 
Daniel Beltrán/collegian
degrees, 103 associates of arts, 140 
bachelors of art degrees, six bachelors of 
communication, 10 bachelors of music, 58 
bachelors of science in criminal justice, 
15 masters of arts degrees, five masters 
of arts in interdisciplinary studies, four 
masters of music and three masters of 
public policy and management degrees.
 The College of Science, Mathematics 
and Technology will award four 
certificates, 10 associate of applied 
science degrees, one associate of science 
degree, 75 bachelor of science degrees, 39 
masters of science degrees and one master 
of science in interdisciplinary studies.
The College of Education will award 
11 certificates, 61 associate of arts 
degrees, 106 bachelors of arts degrees 
in interdisciplinary studies, 34 bachelors 
of science, 87 masters of education 
degrees and two doctoral degrees.
The School of Health Sciences will 
award 65 certificates, 73 associate of 
applied science degrees, 30 bachelors 
of science in nursing degrees and 
one master of science in nursing.
The School of Business will award 26 
associate of arts degrees, 77 bachelors 
of business administration and 15 master 
of business administration degrees.
Graduation
Continued from previous page
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The Jacob Brown Auditorium was filled 
with rows and rows of long tables where 
hundreds of people sat down together 
to take part in an 18-year-old tradition.
More people were outside waiting 
their turn to enjoy the H-E-B Food 
Stores Inc.’s Feast of Sharing. The line of 
participants stretched from the auditorium 
to UTB/TSC’s Arts Center. Next to the 
auditorium, Tejano and mariachi bands 
played music for the crowd’s enjoyment.
More than 8,600 people 
attended the feast on Nov. 17.
Brownsville resident Juana Mendez has 
never missed the communitywide event.
Mendez always brings her family 
and this year was no exception. 
She was excited about being back.
 “The people are great, it’s 
very good,” she said in Spanish.
The event was divided into two parts: the 
actual feast, with dozens of tables placed 
inside the auditorium to accommodate as 
many attendees as possible at one time, 
and entertainment took place outside 
on the patio, so attendees finished with 
their meal could dance or listen to live 
music while enjoying free snacks, such as 
popcorn, making way so that more people 
could partake of the Thanksgiving meal.
“I’ve been here about six times,” said 
Brownsville resident Arnold Benavides. 
“The food is great, and it’s delicious.” 
Benavides came to the event with 
his family and was happy with the 
event’s organization. He said his 
family waited in line only 20 minutes 
before being served a meal of turkey, 
mashed potatoes, cornbread dressing, 
a vegetable medley and pumpkin pie.
Volunteers from several 
different organizations and high 
schools helped serve the meals.
Charisma Cortez, a senior at Homer 
Hanna High school and member of its 
GEAR-UP program, said this is her 
second time helping at the event and 
that she really enjoyed the experience. 
“I think events like this are really 
good for the community,” Cortez said 
as she passed out a variety of soft drinks 
to guests at each table. She added that 
it is a great place for less-fortunate 
families to come and enjoy a good day.
H-E-B is one of the major sponsors 
and coordinator of the event.
“It started with a lot of coordination,” 
said Arnold Galvan, an H-E-B manager 
in charge and UTB/TSC junior business 
major. “It starts almost a year ahead 
of time. As soon as this one is done, we 
start planning for the one next year.” 
This is Galvan’s third Feast of Sharing. 
He said that three months before the 
event, they start obtaining the necessary 
volunteers to carry an event like this.
“We start asking the schools for 
volunteers, we start talking to all the 
stores to make sure we get volunteers 
from all the stores,” Galvan said. 
He said that even though the event 
takes an enormous amount of planning 
and coordinating, it is very rewarding 
because “everyone loves this event.”
Eighteen years of feasting and sharing
By Francisco Garza
Staff Writer
After their meal, attendees danced to live music and enjoyed snacks on Jacob Brown Auditorium’s patio, while 
others were served inside. 
AlexAndrA GrAciA/colleGiAn Photos
Brownsville residents eat a meal of turkey, mashed potatoes, green beans, bread and cranberry sauce during 
the Feast of Sharing, which was sponsored by the H-E-B Food Stores Inc.
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Sunday, December 5, 2010 at 2pm
Brownsville Event CenterThe Real Christmas Message
Explore how effective prayer can bring practical 
healing and spiritual direction to your life.
International speaker 
Suzanne Riedel is a 
practitioner of 
Christian Science healing 
and member of the 
Christian Science Board 
of Lectureship. 
Sunday, December 5, 2010 at 2 p.m. 
For more info: (956) 455-7174
Brownsville Event Center, 1 Event Center Road
Club
spotlight
Members of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers-Brownsville Student Branch (IEEE-BSB) include 
(front row, from left) Marymar Garcia, President Gregono Téllez, Liliana Ruiz, Treasurer Carlos Andrade, Javier 
Saenz and Brenda Leal. Second row: Rene Rodriguez, Luis Martinez, Carlos McKinnon, Adrian Garcia, Carlos 
González, Vice President Tomás Villarreal, Miguel Rivera, Carlos Burell, José Puente and Adviser and Associate 
Professor Fabio Urbani. Third row: Drew Jaworski, Carlos López, Israel Hernández, Julio Navarro and Alejandro 
Coronado. Fourth row: Arturo Garza, Sergio Echevarria, Melchor Chávez, Joshua Flores, Guillermo Valdes and 
Ruben Reyes. Fifth row: Eduardo Vargas, Antonio Galán, Luis Quintero, Jose McKinnon, Julio Vásquez and 
German Francisco.
Lucia RegaLado/coLLegian
Name: Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers-Brownsville 
Student Branch (IEEE-BSB)
Purpose: Foster technological advances 
for the benefit of humanity and raise 
awareness of the engineering discipline 
and its role in the life of every individual.
Established: 2006
President: Gregorio Tellez
Vice President: Tomas Villarreal
Secretary: Francisco J. Saenz
Treasurer: Carlos Andrade
Web Masters: Julio Vasquez and Luis 
Martinez 
Adviser: Engineering Associate Professor 
Fabio Urbani
Events: Engineering Awareness Month, 
Informative Session Series, Summer 
Workshops, IEEE-BSB Week, IEEE-BSB 
Distinguished Speaker in Engineering & 
Sciences.
Next Event: Miguel Jose Yacaman, 
department chair of the Physics and 
Astronomy Department at the University 
of Texas at San Antonio, will be the 
Distinguished Speaker in Engineering and 
Sciences 2010 on Dec. 3.
Meetings: At noon biweekly on 
Wednesdays. The next meeting is Dec. 1. 
Requirements: Must be a current UTB/
TSC student and enrolled in IEEE. 
Dues: None
For more information: contact the 
organization at Brownsville@IEEE.org
Sophomore computer maintenance major Daniel Granado sings during Noche Bohemia.
aLexandRa gRacia/coLLegian
Noche Bohemia--Unplugged
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Behind white walls, on the corner of 
East Madison and Fifth streets, sits the old 
Brownsville City Cemetery, a landmark 
containing the graves of many of the 
city’s historical figures and which is said 
to be visited by ghosts.
The graveyard sparked the curiosity 
of students from UTB/TSC and the 
University of Texas School of Public 
Health when learning about the cemetery. 
Students are interested in learning about 
the culture of the cemetery, the history 
and would be enthused to participate in 
guided tours.
“I am fairly new to the [Rio Grande] 
Valley and I don’t know a lot about a lot 
of museums or cultural places to go and 
visit,” said Christine Matthews, doctoral 
student in epidemiology from the School 
of Public Health. “I think knowing about 
[the cemetery] would be very interesting 
… for someone who is not from the Valley 
to learn a little bit more and experience 
some of the culture and art that’s down 
here.”
Previously a  luggage depot for a 
railway station, the Cemetery Center is 
located across the street from the cemetery 
and came into fruition in 2007 with one 
purpose in mind: to educate the public on 
the history of this landmark, the funeral 
customs and its preservation. Admission to 
the center is free and upon arrival visitors 
are greeted by Josie Cisneros, the center’s 
assistant. The center houses artifacts that 
take the visitor back in time and give life 
to the characters that lie buried there.
The cemetery, which has been the 
burial place for over 150 years, was not 
deeded officially until 1868 from land 
given by Charles Stillman, according to 
Rhiannon Cizon, assistant director of the 
Brownsville Historical Association.
Presently, only those persons who 
already have a family plot may be buried 
in the cemetery. The most recent burial 
took place last November. 
“People who really affected 
Brownsville’s history, they are all over the 
place,” Cizon said.
Among the historical characters buried 
here are former Brownsville Mayor 
Benjamin Kowalski, family members of 
former Mexican Consul Manuel Treviño 
de los Santos Coy, Blue Party founder 
Stephen Powers and Confederate Naval 
veteran Victor Egly.
Also buried there are Santiago Brito, 
Cameron County’s first Hispanic sheriff, 
who was shot and killed; civil war 
profiteer and banker Francisco Yturria; 
the McAllens, for which the Hidalgo 
County city is named; the Putegnats, a 
Brownsville founding family and owners 
of the Putegnat Drug Store; and the 
Edelsteins, owners of the furniture store. 
Veterans from every American war, except 
those from the American Revolution, and 
victims of the yellow fever waves of 1853 
and 1858 lie here as well.
Throughout the trajectory of the 
cemetery’s existence, it has been witness 
to several events, both anthropogenic and 
natural disasters.
One event was Hurricane Beulah in 
1967, during which the Potter’s field, 
where paupers are buried, was inundated 
when a nearby resaca overfilled, causing 
caskets and bodies to be pulled from the 
cemetery to the resacas.
“It was used as a gang haven in the 
’70s and ’80s, which is where a lot of 
the destruction in terms of knocked over 
tombstones, destroyed mausoleums. All 
of that came from that time period,” Cizon 
said.
With the institution of security 
measures, such as guards and cameras, 
officials have seen a decline in vandalism, 
she said.
“It has reduced in triplicate the 
number of damages to the number of 
nondamages,” Cizon said. “We are seeing 
the changes as more and more families are 
starting to come back and make repairs to 
plots, repairing the wrought-iron gates, 
correcting the bases of tombstones, being 
able to bring decorative items.” 
The white walls are not enough to 
contain the dead, which are said to roam 
the graveyard at night and its surroundings. 
In particular, there are two entities who 
have been seen multiple times.
Crushed to death by a passing horse 
carriage, Daisy Starck, a 4-year-old said to 
be the first traffic fatality in Brownsville, 
is among the ghosts here.
“People see her between two and five 
[a.m.],” Cizon said. “She’s wearing typical 
clothing of the time period. She is seen 
both inside and outside of the cemetery.” 
The veiled lady is another popular ghost 
who has been seen in the cemetery and 
inside of nearby homes. It is believed that 
she is a widow in mourning. Cizon said 
that a social studies teacher at Cummings 
Middle School reported seeing her in a 
mirror at her home and when she turned 
back, she was not there but continued to 
be present in the mirror. 
Walking tours are available for those 
interested in learning more about this 
landmark. Tours can be scheduled 
throughout the year by calling the 
Brownsville Historical Association at 
541-5560. The cost is $7 for non-members 
and $5 for members. The tours take place 
at 10 a.m. Fridays.
A connection between the living and the dead
Old Brownsville City Cemetery
By Héctor Aguilar
Spanish Editor
The headstone on the grave of Daisy Starck, 
the first pedestrian on record to be killed by a 
horse carriage.
LesLie Barrientos/CoLLegian 
startup equipment, we’ve submitted a grant 
proposal to make this a bigger deal. If this 
succeeds we will definitely expand it into a 
full-semester class, but that would require 
building a proper lab setting.” 
Mohanty said that although there have 
been classes in other universities that have 
tried to do something similar, “nobody 
has tried it with the kind of cutting-edge 
commercial games that are out right now.”
He mentioned “Uncharted 2: Among 
Thieves” as a possible game the class 
would use.
In other physics news, physics Professor 
Mario Diaz is the chair-elect of the Texas 
Section of the American Physical Society, 
which held its meeting Oct. 22-23 at the 
University of Texas at San Antonio, with 
more than 350 participants from all corners 
of Texas.
UTB/TSC’s Center for Gravitational 
Wave Astronomy (CGWA) was one of 
the co-sponsors of the meeting, which is 
held once per semester. Eighteen students 
represented the Physics and Astronomy 
Department, along with five physics faculty 
members and a postdoctoral scholar. Two 
of the faculty members chaired sessions at 
the meeting: Ahmed Touhami, “Probing 
Protein Conformation Changes in Food 
Nanostructure,” and Karen Martiroysan, 
“Nanostructured Oxygen Generators for 
Aerospace Life Supporting Systems.” 
Students who spoke at the meeting were 
Sergio Cantu, Razib Obaid, Tin Zhang and 
Papia Rizwan. Posters were presented by 
students Sergio Cantu, Liliana Ruiz-Diaz, 
Frank Ceballos, Gamage Dannangoda, 
Jose McKinnon, Travis Miller, Robert 
Stone and Thalina Weerathunga. 
Several oral talks and posters were 
presented by students and faculty members 
on their current research. 
Robert Stone, a faculty associate with the 
CGWA, said that although the department 
always participates in the meetings, this is 
the largest UTB/TSC group to attend.
“It goes back to so many students being 
involved in research,” Stone said. “It was 
a great activity. It’s great to interact with 
physics students throughout the state. It’s 
really a great place to let everyone know 
about the research you’re doing within the 
state.” 
In addition, nine students and three 
faculty members, including Stone, attended 
the Austin Science and Engineering 
Festival on Oct. 23-24. 
“[It] was really exciting,” Stone said. 
“There were 10,000 attendees the first 
day.” 
Physics
Continued from Page 3
because that’s the right number.” 
Asked what’s going to happen next, Wood 
replied, “The normal process would be that 
the election administrator would provide 
a package for the county commission to 
canvass. We canvassed yesterday. … They 
canvassed knowing that Precinct 54 was 
out there and had not been recounted and 
knowing what the results would be, so I’m 
assuming that we’ll canvass again and just 
have to see how they handle that canvass.” 
At the Nov. 22 special meeting, the 
Commissioners’ Court voted 3-0 to accept 
the canvassing of the general election 
recount of the county judge’s race that made 
Cascos the winner, even though a recount 
of Precinct 54 was not finished, according 
to Ortiz.
In addition, Wood, who currently serves 
as Precinct 2 commissioner, and Precinct 
1 Commissioner Sofia C. Benavides 
were not given the opportunity to vote, 
Benavides said. Those who voted to accept 
the canvassing were Cascos, Precinct 3 
Commissioner David Garza and Precinct 4 
Commissioner Edna Tamayo.
After the canvassing, Ortiz went to the 
podium and was questioned under oath by 
the commissioners.
Benavides asked Ortiz how he was 
appointed chairman of the recount 
committee and he replied that it was agreed 
by the candidates due to the time limit.
“We have a time limit to do this 
[appoint recount chairman],” Ortiz said. 
“At that point, it was agreed that I do it, 
be in charge, so that was done and we 
proceeded with all recount preparations 
and the location and time and I asked both 
parties to give me names of people they 
would like on the recount committees, 
again, trying to be fair with everybody.” 
On Nov. 13, Ortiz reported what he 
thought were the actual results--20,392 
votes for Cascos and 20,342 for Wood. 
A discrepancy occurred because “what 
happened was [that] there were two tally 
sheets for Precinct 54; they were clipped 
on together, one behind the other,” he 
explained.
“What we usually have is a cover sheet 
with the tally sheet as backup attached to 
it, to the front cover, and so when I read 
it, I read the front cover. I was unaware 
that there was another one,” Ortiz said. 
Benavides asked him if the recount result 
that the commissioners had canvassed 
earlier in the meeting was not the correct 
total, to which Ortiz replied: “What you 
canvassed a while ago did not include Box 
No. 2 of Precinct 54.” 
The results, including Box No. 2, are 
20,571 votes for Cascos and 20,576 for 
Wood, making Wood the winner of the race 
by five votes.
Ortiz said that he found out about the 
incorrect results around midnight.
“I get a call from one of my staff 
members saying that they had been thinking 
about what had happened that night, and 
they believed there was something that 
wasn’t pulling up correctly,” he said to 
the commissioners. “And I asked them 
to explain, and they well, the thing is we 
believe, that not all of the cover sheets were 
called out.” 
After going back to his office and 
recounting the box that was missed, the 
results gave Wood the victory, raising 
questions in the community about the 
election’s integrity.
Cascos’ call for a vote on the 
canvassing was so rapid, Benavides 
said she and Wood were unable to vote. 
“They did it too fast,” Benavides 
told The Collegian. “John and I didn’t 
get a chance to even vote ‘nay.’”
She added: “Commissioner Garza said he 
had a lot of questions, as did Commissioner 
Tamayo. Well, they didn’t ask the questions 
first, they voted to canvass the recount
results and then made statements 
afterwards.”
Benavides also explained that on Nov. 
20, Ortiz provided all of the commissioners 
with a binder that contained the recount 
results and an attached letter explaining 
everything in detail of what had happened. 
In addition to that, he also put another 
memo stating that the report was incomplete 
pending the Precinct 54 recount, “so my 
question is, what was the rush in canvassing 
an incomplete report? To me, that’s what 
they voted on.”
The letter from Ortiz, dated Nov. 19, 
states: “Please be advised that the recount of 
the County Judge’s race on the November 2, 
2010, General Election is not finished due 
to the pending recount of Precinct 54. If the 
recount of Precinct 54 is completed in time 
for canvass, I will submit it to you at that 
time or sooner if possible.”
The Nov. 13 recount was requested by 
Wood after the Nov. 2 General Election 
showed he lost by 77 votes.
During the special meeting, the room was 
filled with both Republican and Democratic 
supporters. Wood’s supporters outnumbered 
Cascos’.
Recount
Continued from Page 1
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Zodiac Sign: Libra 
Describe yourself in three words. 
“Chill, musician and artistic.”
What puts you in a good mood? 
“Music.”
How long do you typically take to 
dress? “Depending on the occasion, 
but it normally takes me about 20 
minutes.” 
What type of music do you listen 
to? “Everything from acoustic to 
indie rock.”
What’s your favorite song from 
the ’90s? “Blind Melon, ‘No Rain.’”
What sets you apart from other 
people? “I guess just my mental 
state of being.”
Do you believe in love at first 
sight? “Yes.”
Best place to go on a date? 
“Somewhere where we can be 
comfortable.”
Do you prefer brains or beauty? 
“Brains.”
Would you date someone younger 
or older than you? Why? “Doesn’t 
matter, age is just a number.”
Do you believe in premarital sex? 
“Love doesn’t have to be based 
on marriage. If you have sex, it’s 
because you love each other, so, 
yeah, I do.”
What movie do you watch over 
and over? “‘Love Song for Bobby 
Long.’”
What are you scared of? “Dark.”
What’s your lucky number? 
“Five.”
Who is your idol? “John Lennon.”
What is your dream? “To be a 








--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
If you would like to be featured in 
Cupid’s Corner, call Daniel Beltrán 
at 882-5143 or send him an e-mail 
at collegian@utb.edu.
If a picture is worth a thousand words 
,then the “Life thru the Lens” exhibit, 
featuring more than 60 photographic 
submissions by students, faculty and staff 
from UTB/TSC, spoke volumes.
The Student Union’s Gran Salon was 
transformed into a gallery, providing a 
voyeur’s window into the life and times of 
our modern world. 
“That’s one of my high school friends. It 
was pretty much an outtake, but I liked her 
gaze,” said sophomore art and architecture 
major Nayelli Bautista about her photo’s 
model and referring to the deep expression 
in the young woman’s eyes. 
A stunning nautical landscape off the 
Port of Spain, looking onto Morocco and 
titled “Estrecho de Gibraltar,” by junior art 
major Lulu Reyes, takes the viewer on a 
journey--no passport required.  
Senior biology major Rocío Rangel 
captures the beautiful final resting places 
of generations past at a cemetery in 
Matamoros. 
“I tried to portray death as we see it in 
Mexican culture,” Rangel said.  
Student Life Director Sergio Martinez 
said, “We’ve been very happy with the 
quality of work. It was not just 63 pictures 
someone just took and put on Facebook-
-it was actually someone that spent time 
to really think and design something that 
means a lot to them.” 
Both the Office of Student Life and 
the Student Union helped put the show 
together. 
Juror Teodoro Estrada, a master artist, 
educator and supervisor of Visual Arts 
for the Brownsville Independent School 
District, served as the show’s master of 
ceremonies.  Estrada gave a grand tour, 
joking “Pretend you’re at the museum 
with me,” as he led the audience through 
a journey into the hidden subtleties of 
photography and the role technology 
currently plays in modern society.  
Water was a major highlight of the show 
due to the abstract quality it possesses, 
which might have been the reason junior 
art and psychology major Maria Szpak and 
her “Leaf on Water,” and Miranda Savage’s 
“All Life Needs Water,” won honorable 
mention, plus $50.
The Best of Show prize of $100 went 
to senior art major April Potter with her 
black-and-white “I’m a Real Boy” photo, 
which features a young man in a corseted 
dress under lighting reminiscent of late 
19th early-20th century photography. 
Estrada noted the photo’s relevance 
to today’s gender and sexuality issues, 
referring to the recent and tragic escalation 
of suicides of young adults who were 
confronted when revealing their true 
sexual identities.
Asked what influences her work, Potter 
said, “I take a lot of influence from my past. 
Everything is just sort of--I feel it first, then 
I kind of see it, associate an image and then 
it just sort of builds from there. 
“Literature is a huge influence, especially 
children’s literature--just the hidden irony 
of something seedy on top of a children’s 
story, this one in particular, ‘Pinocchio.’” 
Asked about the identity of her model, 
she smiled and replied, “Jaime, he’s 
actually my little brother. I owe him.”
After graduation, Potter plans to move to 
Seattle to do gallery shows and intends to 
travel the world.  
Picture this: Dozens take part in exhibit
By Michelle Serrano
Staff Writer
Members of the campus and community at large 
enjoy the “Life thru the Lens” exhibit Nov. 15 in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salon.
 MiChelle Serrano/Collegian PhotoS
Juror Teodoro Estrada announces senior art major April Potter’s photo, “I’m a Real Boy,” as Best of Show.
A room filled with bright lights and 
simple white walls accentuated the 
different colors and movement in the 
paintings of senior art majors Al Garza 
and Karla Miranda during the Senior I Art 
Show in Rusteberg Hall Nov. 18. 
Miranda’s passion is based on classical 
art. 
Last summer she had the opportunity 
to study in Italy and it was there that she 
discovered what the theme of her part of 
the art show would be.
“I learned this technique which is very 
classical,” Miranda said. “It’s called the 
underpainting and in classical times, all 
paintings had one and so I decided to turn 
this idea of the underpainting into the 
actual artwork.”
Her favorite piece, “Eris,” was hanging 
on the far right side of the showroom. 
“Eris” features a nude female lying 
sideways with a drape hanging across her 
body. 
“I love painting the human figure,” 
Miranda said. “To me, there’s nothing more 
universal, more beautiful than rendering 
human flesh with paint, and I go back to 
the classical tradition. I love classical art, 
so I wanted to paint that and, I guess, that’s 
my inspiration. It’s just painting the human 
figure, drawing the human figure and just 
all of my artwork derives from that.”
Sophomore art major Sergio Vega’s 
favorite art piece was “Eris.” 
“It varies things in it,” Vega said. “The 
slant of the clavicles and just the random 
apple on the side kind of attracted my eye 
to it and it’s just very well-composed. … 
She depicts the figure, which is something 
I’m interested in, the human figure and 
studying it, but both artists are really 
good.”
Freshman biology major Christopher 
Joe Liendo, however, thought that Garza’s 
artwork was more creative.
“Well, it’s fun, the colors, the eyes that 
are in all of his pictures stand out, it makes 
you want to get close and look at it, it’s 
pretty cool,” Liendo said.
His favorite art piece was Garza’s 
“Lost in the Delta Quadrant?” because 
of the revolving eye, different colors 
and indescribable nuances.“If you look 
in between the nose there’s, like, glass,” 
Liendo said. “I don’t even know how to 
describe; it [looks like] plasma in a way.”
In fact, Garza’s artwork is more 
contemporary and fun to look at, he said.
Most of Garza’s pieces have movement 
and one, titled “Masturbating Alien,” has 
four buttons that the audience could push 
and something in the art piece would blink 
or move. Pablo Picasso’s art style inspired 
Garza.
“He’s one of my first inspirations because 
he takes the human form [and] kind of 
simplifies it [by] giving it geometric shapes 
and stuff,” he said.
Like Picasso’s cubist art, Garza calls his 
art organic cubism. “I called my artwork 
kind of like organic cubism, because it’s 
not really geometric,” he said. “There’s 
a lot of organic flow in there, a lot of 
biomorphic shapes and forms.” 
Although Garza says his art holds no 
deep meaning, his goal is to make art fun 
and interactive.
“I want to make it exciting to look at 
and take you a step further by adding the 
moving parts and everything else,” he told 
The Collegian. “Also, there are interactive 
pieces where you can actually go up there 
and touch the artwork.” 
Garza believes that the audience should 
be able to do something more than just 
look at an art piece.
“A lot of people say, ‘You’re not allowed 
to touch the artwork’ … and I go kind of 
against that because it’s an urge that we 
all have, you know,” he said. “You want 
to touch things, so that’s why I have some 
interactive pieces up here that move.”
Overall, the two styles made for a good 
show.
“Karla Miranda has the classical style 
painting done in oils and some other 
media,” Garza said, “and myself, the 
kinetic artwork. … There’s a big contrast 
in between both of them, so I think that 
makes for a pretty interesting show.” 
Classic and cubist art showcased 
By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer
Senior biology major student Rocío Rangel 
presses the buttons of an interactive art piece titled 
“Masturbating Alien” made by senior art student Al 
Garza during the Senior Students I Art Show.
Mirtha e. CárDenaS/Collegian
La ensayista, cuentista y narradora 
Beatriz Espejo de la Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México asistió al 
reciente IX Congreso Binacional: Letras 
en el Estuario. 
La escritora veracruzana aprovechó su 
estancia el 12 de noviembre en el Salón 
Cassia de EDBC para contarle al público 
acerca de su vida, sus libros y sus 
experiencias con los grandes escritores 
como Juan Rulfo, Julio Cortázar y Juan 
José Arreola entre otros.
Los relatos de su niñez causaron la 
risa del público varias veces. Transmitió 
esta etapa de su vida muy calurosa y 
emotivamente. Para ella su familia era 
una donde había mucho amor.
Una de las anécdotas sucedió mientras 
estaba en un colegio de monjas francesas 
y trató de imitar los bailes de la actriz 
y cantante de samba Carmen Miranda, 
las monjas horrorizadas llamaron a sus 
padres diciéndoles que la niña iba en 
el camino a la perdición y tal vez sería 
prostituta.
Otra de las anécdotas cómicas que 
la escritora relató se llevó a cabo en 
un camión escolar donde unas niñas 
españolas que dominaban como si 
estuvieran en la colonización se burlaron 
de su padre y le dijeron ‘Beatriz Espejo 
cara de conejo viejo’. Dado que ella 
sentía una gran admiración por su padre 
esto la hirió y respondió mordiéndole 
el cachete a una de las niñas sin cesar y 
aunque detuvieran el camión y la jalaran 
no soltó la mordida hasta que tuvo que 
respirar. 
Cuando sus padres le preguntaron por 
lo acontecido ella se defendió, diciendo 
que simplemente seguía el mandamiento 
de honrar a sus padres. La niña desde 
entonces nunca la molestó más.
La entrevista que tuvo con Jorge 
Luis Borges, dijo ella, fue una de 
las más importantes. La llama ‘la 
entrevista que nunca escribí’ dado que 
al entrevistarlo olvidó presionar el botón 
de su grabadora. Ella decidió viajar 
desde el Distrito Federal hasta Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, para poder ver a este 
aclamado escritor. 
 “Borges, es absolutamente el hombre 
más inteligente que he conocido en toda 
mi vida”, dijo ella.
Los escritores mexicanos José 
Revueltas, Juan Rulfo y Juan José 
Arreola, fueron sus tres grandes 
maestros, dijo Espejo. 
Al recibir la Beca del Centro 
Mexicano de Escritores trató a Juan 
Rulfo y dijo que era una persona difícil 
de aguantar porque siempre estaba triste, 
sin embargo lo admiraba bastante.
 En otra ocasión ella perdió un 
supuesto marido y ganó un maestro al 
dejar a su galán para irse a ver a Arreola 
en el Auditorio Simón Bolívar. 
Ella dijo que su padre le salvó la 
vida al enviarla a la UNAM en lugar 
de la Universidad Iberoamericana. Al 
conversar con su padre a cerca de un 
agradable ‘viejito’ que le daba clases 
vino a darse cuenta que él había sido 
el secretario de José Vasconcelos, un 
escritor y político mexicano. El viejito 
era Julio Torri.
“Cuando llegué a la Nacional se me 
abrió el mundo porque al primero que 
conocí fue a Julio Torri con quien luego 
hice mi tesis”, dijo ella, refiriéndose al 
creador de la prosa moderna.
La escritora les aconsejó a los 
estudiantes que aprovechen mucho su 
tiempo.
“No desaprovechen su tiempo como lo 
he desaprovechado yo”, dijo. “Yo perdí 
muchos años de mi vida llena de novios 
y de galanes cuando era joven. Yo no sé 
si los perdí o los gané. De todas maneras 
creo que debí de haberme puesto a 
trabajar como ahora trabajo desde hace 
varios años con la misma seriedad más 
pronto”.
Para poder ser un buen escritor dijo 
ella es necesario leer.
“Nadie puede empezar a escribir 
si no lee”, dijo Espejo. “La lectura es 
fundamental para cualquier escritor”.
También tuvo consejos para las 
mujeres jóvenes. 
“La liberación femenina, niñas, está 
en saberse ganar el pan, ganar tanto 
como ellos y ser tan importante como 
ellos, porque así es como se llevan las 
buenas relaciones de igual a igual”, dijo 
ella. “Yo no les hago culto a las mujeres 
golpeadas”.
“Si muero lejos de ti” es el último 
libro de esta escritora, el cual estuvo 
disponible durante el congreso para que 
fuera autografiado por ella.
“[Si muero lejos de ti] reúne 13 
cuentos en donde tienen todos una cosa 
en común, todos pertenecen a personajes 
famosos de la historia mundial y el único 
cuento que no... es el que le da el nombre 
al título y ese está dedicado a mi madre. 
Es una visita al Père Lachaise, el panteón 
de París”, dijo Espejo a cerca de su libro. 
La Doctora en Letras ha sido la 
beneficiaria de varios reconocimientos 
tales como la Medalla de Oro de 
Bellas Artes en 2009, el Premio Magda 
Donato en 1986, el Premio Nacional del 
Periodismo 1979 y 1984, y el Premio de 
Novela concedido por la municipalidad 
de Lima, Perú en 1990.
Actualmente dos premios portan 
su nombre, el Premio Nacional del 
Cuento Beatríz Espejo auspiciado por 
el gobierno Tlaxcalteca y el Premio del 
Cuento Beatríz Espejo auspiciado por 
Mérida, Yucatán, que se instituyó en 
1996 y consiste en $50,000 pesos por 
una sola obra. 
Anuario Novosantanderino
En el octavo tomo del 
“Novosantanderino”, el anuario literario 
del departamento de lenguas modernas 
compuesto por obras  literarias de varias 
fuentes se presentó la “La celebración” 
de Espejo, al igual que obras de 
profesores y estudiantes de UTB/TSC 
como los profesores de español Juan 
Antonio González, Cipriano Cárdenas 
y Gerardo Mascorro, un estudiante 
de español de último año e instructor 
de acondicionamiento de aire y 
refrigeración. 
 “Nos mandan trabajos de distintas 
partes del mundo no solamente de los 
Estados Unidos y pasan por el proceso 
de árbitro del consejo editorial y los 
mejores trabajos son los que se incluyen 
dentro del libro”, dijo González.
Cualquier estudiante puede participar 
con sus contribuciones literarias en el 
“Novosantanderino”, donde un año se 
presentan cuentos y el siguiente poesía. 
Este año Mascorro contribuyó la 
pieza titulada “El tren”, la cual es un 
relato de un accidente automovilístico. 
Él le aconseja a sus compañeros que 
participen en este tipo de eventos.
“[Algunos] estudiantes nativos de aquí 
batallan con el español”, dijo Mascorro. 
“Tienen buenas historias, me ha tocado 
leerlas, pero no se atreven [a publicarlas] 
porque van sus ideas con su propio 
lenguaje que es el Tex-Mex o el hablar 
muy apochado… Al final de cuentas 
lo que importa es la comunicación y si 
ellos escriben en una manera en la que 
la gente les pueda entender, yo creo que 
deberían de hacerlo”.
Este año se dedicó esta obra a Laredo. 
“Los mexicanos y los estadounidenses” 
de José Ricardo Garrido, un profesor 
quien falleció recientemente, se presentó 
también. El próximo año se invitará a 
Efraín Bartolomé si logra acceder, dijo 
González. 
En el futuro se tienen planeado poder 
incorporar a personas que quieran 
compartir sus obras en inglés.
“Eso abre la puerta para que colegas 
nuestros de otros departamentos que 
se interesan en la literatura que tienen 
obras creativas que puedan también 
participar”, dijo el profesor Cárdenas.  
El congreso fue posible gracias a 
Humanities Texas, el organismo filial 
del programa nacional de apoyos para 
las humanidades y al Ateneo Literario 
José Arrese de Matamoros.  
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Estudiante
de hoy Por Héctor AguilarEditor de español
Nombre: Mahelet Orozco Hernández
Edad: 23
Ciudad Natal: Reynosa, Tamaulipas, México.
Promedio: 3.3
Especialidad: Maestra de español con 
subespecialidad de francés.
Clasificación: Estudiante de último año
Fecha de graduación: Diciembre 2011.
Reconocimientos: STING Success Excellence 
Award, Primavera 2007; International 
Student Scholarship: Otoño 2008, Otoño 
2009 y Primavera 2010. Hinojosa Veterans 
Scholarship, Otoño 2010. Walter Pierce 
Scholarship, Verano 2008 y Verano 2010. Lista 
del Decano, Primavera 2010.
Pasatiempos: “Chatear, escuchar música y 
leer”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “Gimnasio”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Quiero hacer 
mi maestría para poder dar clases de historia en 
la universidad”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Primero que nada 
acabar mi carrera en diciembre del 2011 si 
Dios quiere, y después conseguir un trabajo de 
maestra de preparatoria y ayudar a mis alumnos 
a salir adelante en lo que yo pueda”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? “Me veo 
dando clases en la universidad. Si no encuentro 
una pareja con quien estar, es como que estar 
sola, pero dedicarle el tiempo a ayudar a las 
demás personas como a casas hogares o a los 
niños a los que yo les esté impartiendo clase; 
como que ganar mi dinero para donarlo a 
asociaciones”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? “Lo que me 
llama la atención de la universidad es el área 
verde que tiene como que es muy relajante; me 
gusta el ambiente”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los estudiantes 
para estudiar antes de un examen? “No 
se pongan a estudiar antes del examen. De 
perdido una semana antes, se pongan a repasar 
las notas. Una vez que repasaron las notas, 
se basen en el libro, si es que tienen el libro 
de la materia; se pongan a leer y a subrayar 
los puntos importantes que el maestro habló 
durante la clase y hacer un resumen porque 
dicen que escribiendo es como se te quedan las 
cosas”.
Anécdota: “Mi primer día de trabajo aquí en 
la universidad, fue lo peor. Entré a trabajar en 
el departamento de las lenguas modernas y 
pues mis deberes eran sacar copias, ir a dejar 
cosas a los maestros y así. La secretaria me 
dijo, ‘Mahelet sácale copias a estas hojas’ pero 
la primera estaba desgrapada y las siguientes 
estaban grapadas pero yo no me fijé, no sabía 
que me iban a dar copias grapadas. Puse las 
hojas en la maquina, le pongo iniciar, en eso 
sale una, y en eso la otra y se queda medio 
atorada y luego la otra atorada y atorada y 
empezó a sonar la maquina como trabada. La 
apagué y vi que estaban grapadas las hojas, 
obviamente no le dije a mi jefa entonces ya 
abrí la copiadora y las empecé a sacar poco a 
poquito”.
 
 --Recopilado por Daniel Beltrán
Beatríz Espejo, Doctora en Letras en La UNAM, le autografía su libro “Sí muero lejos de ti” a 
Julie Corpus, una maestra de quinto grado de la escuela primaria Bowie en Harlingen.  
Hèctor AguilAr/collegiAn
DAniel Beltrán/collegiAn
Reflexiones de una gran escritora
Los profesores de español de UTB/TSC Juan Antonio González y Cipriano Cárdenas 
comparten sus obras literarias escritas en el Novosantanderino.
Hèctor AguilAr/collegiAn
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Court battle
Even with the days finally 
getting a little cooler in 
Brownsville, the UTB/TSC 
Baseball Team has some major 
heat going during practice at 
Scorpion Field. 
The season is expected to begin 
Jan. 22 when the current players 
play against the alumni.
On Jan. 29, they welcome 
Laredo Community College and 
host them for a four-game series 
over two days. 
So what can UTB/TSC expect 
this season from these student 
athletes?
“This year, we have everyone 
coming back, as well as some 
new guys,” said Gilbert Puente, a senior 
catcher who has been with the Scorpions 
for four years. “I see a lot of talent that can 
be developed. I see some great players.”
As always, Head Coach Bryan Aughney 
said, the goal is to win the conference 
title.
“We have 10 to 12 newcomers to our 
program, with the addition of Henry 
Garcia on the mound from Brownsville 
Porter [High School], Zack Armstrong 
from Canada, Brody Chamberlain from 
Canada,” Aughney said. “I have high 
expectations for those guys on the mound. 
… We have some top-quality freshman 
guys as well.”
Asked about schools he is most excited 
competing against, Aughney replied, “In 
the past, we have had some really good 
battles with Texas Wesleyan [University]. 
They beat us last year for the conference 
championship. They will be tough again. 
Northwood University went 42-16 last 
year, which is a really great record. And 
newcomer to the conference, Louisiana 
State University-
Shreveport, is ranked 
either 13th or 15th in the 
country for the preseason 
ranking, so they will be 
tough. Those will be big 
games for us.”
Everyone knows that 
Brownsville is full of 
soccer fans, but what 
about baseball? Do the 
students and faculty at 
UTB/TSC see how hard 
the team practices? This 
game is about more than 
sweaty men running 
and diving all over a 
baseball diamond. It’s 
about precision and 
quickness.
“We have a ton of home games, and, 
hopefully, the weather will warm up 
early for us,” Aughney said. “The more 
people in the stands, the more home field 
advantage we have. I know the guys love 
it. We have a beautiful facility here.”
With 39 players on the fall roster, and 
only a 24-man capacity for the final 
spring roster, the team will be trimmed, 
but Aughney didn’t comment on who 
would stay, saying that would be decided 
at a later date.
Warming up Scorpion Field
By Dayna Lee
Sports Editor
Freshman management major and Scorpion pitcher Alex De Villegas throws the ball during 
practice at the Scorpion Field Nov. 19. The Scorpions begin their season in late January. 
AlexAndrA GrAciA/colleGiAn
The UTB/TSC Men’s Soccer Team 
fell Nov. 20 in the opening round of the 
NAIA National Championship, losing 3 
to 0 to the University of Science and Arts 
of Oklahoma at Brownsville Sports Park.
Despite the large crowd of Scorpion 
fans, the team appeared unfocused.
Ultimately, it showed in the final score.
“There is nothing to say, we came to 
play,” senior forward Juan Nava said. 
“It didn’t happen the way we wanted 
it. We all tried our best, but we have 
to give credit to the other team, who 
came out here and did everything, too. 
At the end of the day, we were the ones 
who lost. I think we weren’t tuned in at 
the beginning of the game, and things 
happen. Everything has to be perfect, and 
today it didn’t happen for us.”
The game was disappointing from the 
beginning for the Scorpions (15-4-1) as 
Drovers forward Nicolas Alberto scored 
the first goal in the 21st minute. 
Scorpion defenders Padraic Ormsby, 
Omar Apodaca and Rob Burger played 
a tough defense, but were unable to stop 
the Drovers’ powerful offense. 
At halftime, the Scorpions remained 
down 1 to 0.
During the second half of the game, 
Drover forward David Otieno swept in 
two more goals during the 53rd and 81st 
minutes to up the score to 3-0. 
The Scorpions lost possession and 
control of the ball many times. 
The crowd reacted to the brutality 
of the second half, yelling “¡Fuera! 
¡Fuera!” but many fouls went unnoticed 
by the referees. 
Standout forward Mario Perez was 
ejected from the game after a tense 
moment on the field turned physical 
with Drover defender Scott Parkinson. 
Both players were issued red cards and 
escorted off the field. 
Ormsby and Fredrik Ekvall each 
received a yellow card for talking back to 
the refs during the first half. 
Goalkeeper Juan Gamboa had his work 
cut out for him, having to defend the 
net from the Drovers’ tough offense and 
managed only two saves throughout the 
game. 
Even with a tough loss, the Scorpions 
had an 11-to-10 advantage on shots, while 
the Drovers held the 5-to-3 advantage for 
shots on goal.
The Drovers fouled 22 times, while the 
Scorpions committed 15. 
 “We expected exactly what we got,” 
Drovers’ Head Coach Jimmy Hampton 
said of the Scorpions. “They are a very 
talented team. They are a very tough, 
difficult team to beat. It is a hard place to 
win. You know, it was tough on our boys, 
but UT-Brownsville is a very talented 
team. We feel very fortunate to come out 
here with a win. There is a lot of talent 
over there and I’m sure that they will 
make a comeback.”
The Scorpions’ season ended quicker 
than many expected. Emotions ran high 
for the Scorpions as members were 
embraced by family and friends. 
“The main difference was that we didn’t 
finish our chances when we had them, 
and in these kinds of games you don’t 
get many,” Head Coach Dan Balaguero 
said. “So, when you get them, you need 
to take advantage of them. We missed a 
couple of chances. It wasn’t meant to be. 
We were loose defensively, as well. They 
took their chances and we didn’t.”
Asked about the plans for the future, 
Balaguero replied, “We are going to try 
to recruit new players who will make us 
better.”
Scorpions fall early in NAIA nationals
By Dayna Lee
Sports Editor
MirthA e. cárdenAs/colleGiAn Photos
Scorpion forward Juan Nava consoles midfielder Ricky Rodriguez after UTB/TSC lost 3 to 0 against the 
University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma.
UTB/TSC forward Juan Nava steals the ball from University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma defender Scott 
Parkinson during the NAIA National Championship opening round game Nov. 20 at the Brownsville Sports Park. 
MirthA e. cárdenAs/colleGiAn Photos
Volleyball Update 
The No. 2-ranked UTB/TSC Volleyball 
Team is headed to Sioux City, Iowa, 
where it will begin competition Tuesday 
in the NAIA Women’s Volleyball 
National Championship Tournament. 
The Scorpions are scheduled to battle St. 
Ambrose University on Tuesday, Doane 
University on Wednesday and Concordia 
University on Thursday. The tournament 
ends Saturday. 
dAniel Beltrán/colleGiAn
Cavernicolas team member Martin Monreal 
serves during an intramural volleyball match 
against team Sausages in the REK Center 
Nov. 17.  The Cavernicolas defeated the 
Sausages in two sets, 15-8 and 15-3.
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Claudia Zamorano serves Hindu food to sophomore accounting major Hugo Teran during the 
International Food Festival, held Nov. 18 in the Education and Business Complex’s Salon Cassia. 
The festival was sponsored by the Office of Global Engagement. 
Hungry?
AlexAndrA GrAciA/colleGiAn
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García explains the separation of the University of Texas at Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College to students and faculty at the Free Speech Area on Nov. 15. The UT System 
board of regents voted to end its partnership with TSC no later than Aug. 31, 2015.
Splitting questions
christopher peñA/colleGiAn Freshman mechanical engineering physics major Jose Salinas (right) challenges his strength during 
the Fall Fest tug of war. Also shown are junior criminal justice major Jaime Rocha (second from right), 
freshman criminal justice major Emilio Aguilar and junior kinesiology major Timothy M. Murphy. The 
Fall Fest took place Nov. 17 and was sponsored by Student Life. 
Fight the strength!
leslie BArrientos/colleGiAn
